A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.                              O

have no particular in story relating to that part.
But we find those southsayers, magicians, and wise
men, who were sent for by Pharaoh, king of Egypt,
to interpret his dream, were to have received great
rewards, if they had given satisfaction to the king;
and Joseph, we see, did receive great rewards, as
well as honour, on that account.

Again afterwards, in the case of Nebuchadnez-
zar's dream, there is a sufficient testimony that
those wise men, astrologers, magicians, &c., were
esteemed not to be wizards and dealers with the
Devil, but only (as I have explained the word above)
mere philosophers, or wise men, men of learning
and knowledge, men of science and of skill in the
works of nature ; for when the king demanded of
them to tell him not only the interpretation of the
dream, but the dream itself, and threatened them
with death in case they failed to perform it, they
expostulate with the king upon the unreasonable-
ness of the proposal, as a thing that no king in the
world would expect from them, and that was not in
the power of nature to perform:

As if they had said, Does your majesty think we
deal with the Devil, that you should expect such a
piece of work as this from us ? It is not in the power
of any, or of all the wise men, or philosophers in
the world, and therefore it cannot be imagined we
should do it; but let the king tell us the dream,
and then we will interpret it, and that's as much as
man can do.

It is plain from hence, not only that the magi
or magicians in those days- were not really con-
jurers and dealers with the Devil, but that they
were "understood to be what we may call scholars,
men of learning, of wisdom, and of a superior un-
derstanding : so when the king calls for Daniel to
prefer him, it is said he did it because an excellent
spirit was found in him; and in another place it is